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A Diary – an Educator – a Man: 

The Reflection of a Galilean Teacher’s Life through his Diaries

Yair Seltenreich  

Yehuda Antebi was school headmaster in Kfar Tavor, a village in the Lower Galilee, during 1911-1925. A member of the local community but somewhat detached from it, he kept diaries which reflect his inner world and his educational views. This rare document gives us an insight into the educational approaches in the formative years of the Jewish Yishuv. 

Antebi emphasized three main educational goals: values, behavior and personality. Yet he was torn between his own conservative conceptions and modern views. The diaries supply us with an authentic local and personal narrative of frustrations, ponderings, decisions and attempts. They describe the pupils and their reluctance to absorb desirable values; with study programs and school staff's lack of discipline; with national sentiments and the Jewish-Arab problem… The authenticity of the diaries allows a deeper understanding of the inner world of the pioneer teachers. Although they left many writings, they rarely wrote about themselves, their problems and their daily struggles. 

A Stormy Chapter in the History of Education in Petach -Tikva

Yosef Lang

Unlike other First Aliyah colonies Petach Tikva maintained its religious nature for many years, and accepted the lifestyle that was dictated by Jerusalem's orthodox rabbis.

The local educational institutions followed their instructions as a rule. Occasionally they disobeyed them, thus causing an educational and organizational crisis.

In 1904, on residents' request, Zerach Braverman and his association Shomrei Torah opened a new Talmud Torah that was funded by the members of the Mizrachi movement abroad.  It followed the traditional curriculum with very few adaptations to the situation in the colony.

Within a short time, most of the pupils, who attended the local Jewish Colonization Association school  (JCA), left it and enrolled at the new Talmud Torah.   In response JCA hired a new principal – David Chayun (The Mugrabi).  He was asked to improve the school conditions, to bring competent teachers and adopt a modern school curriculum. But  he had little success, as most of the parents remained loyal to the traditional orthodox Talmud Torah.

The Shomrei Torah association opened Talmud Torah schools in other colonies as well. Their sponsor was Rabbi Abraham Yitzchak Kook, the chief rabbi of Jaffa and the Colonies. He wrote a more modern curriculum for them. 

Unlike those other Talmud Torah schools, the Petach Tikva establishment and its teachers failed to identified with the national ideas that prevailed in the colonies. This led to violent disputes.

Five years later the Shomrei Torah association could not raise the moneys needed to maintain the schools and shifted it’s reputability to the Charadim association from Germany.

In 1909 Dr. Moshe Auierbach was nominated to be the head of the network and the principal of the Petach Tikva school. He changed its name to Netzach Israel Bannim, changed the traditional educational goals and improved the teaching standards.

He also opened a school for religious girls and named it Netzach Israel Bannot.

As a result, even more pupils enrolled at the religious schools. Thus, unlike the situation in other First Aliyah colonies, the religious education in Petach Tikva continued to draw a majority of local residents for a very long time.
From Frankfurt to Jerusalem: 

Horev School – A Special Approach in the Israeli Religious School System 

Doron Niederland

The article deals with two major questions:

 1. How was the educational thinking of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch (1808-1888)- "Torah and Derech Eretz" – implemented in Israel?

2. What distinguishes the approach of Horev School from that of other religious schools within the Israeli educational system?

What marks Rabbi Hirsch’s thinking is its attempt to create a harmonious human being – the Jew – whose existence, to use an analogy from chemistry, is closer to a chemical compound than to a physical fusion between two distinct elements: the Jewish and the European.
In contrast to both previous and contemporary Jewish thinkers, he argued that the European civilization should be judged according to Jewish values of the Torah and not vice versa. Western culture and science, apart from some theories like Darwinism and Marxism should, thus, be taught through the prism of the Torah.

Unlike Rabbi Hirsch, whose context was middle class, post-emancipation, western European and industrial society, and who needed to deal with humanistic German culture and the challenges of the Reform Movement in Judaism, his followers in the Land of Israel faced another reality entirely. 

They confronted a reclusive and separatist ultra-Orthodox society, whose educational path involved the cheder, Talmud Torah and yeshiva learning based on traditional, casuistic study, on the one hand, and a pioneering, Zionist and socialist society, whose chief ideals involved developing the land through physical agricultural labor and the crafts on the other. Paradoxically, it was easier for the German ultra-Orthodox community to identify with the humanism of Schiller, Goethe and Lessing than with the emerging secular Hebrew culture. Furthermore, Israel also offered a third alternative in the form of the Mizrachi and Poalei HaMizrachi movements, with their blend of Torah, nationalism and even socialism – torah ve’avodah. However, Horev’s founders did not identify with either of these, since they were politically and organizationally aligned with “Agudat Yisrael” in Germany, and because Horev aimed to be stricter than Mizrachi, both in Jewish religious education and in the strict observance of Torah commandments by children, teachers and parents. Thus, they developed a unique educational policy which would “correct the mistakes evident in these dominant approaches”
In a cautious and controlled fashion, the current  school exposes pupils to science, cultural and artistic achievement in Israel and abroad. The school has a clear stance on children’s leisure activities and even meets some of these needs, for example, by organizing summer camps and offering a wide range of extra-curricular afternoon activities. The school also cautions against unrestricted media consumption and mixed-sex social and voluntary activities.  

Unlike Rabbi Hirsch’s time, Horev’s present leadership has no desire to adopt a western lifestyle (dress, leisure culture, and speech) regarding it as superficial, loud, and vacuous. 

Of course, the pioneering values and lifestyle of Israel’s pre-State era and early days of the state, which promoted working the land, craftwork, immigrant absorption, volunteerism, self-sacrifice, and developing a Hebrew culture in the arts and literature are also on the wane. 

What is thus the "Derech Eretz" in light of which the contemporary pupils of "Horev" should be educated? 

“From Amongst Them – Back to Them”

The Project for Gifted Culturally 

Disadvantaged Youth

Zipora Shehory-Rubin

On September 1, 1962 a first ever teacher’ training class was launched at the Beer Sheba teachers seminar.

It trained twenty-nine gifted new immigrant pupils who lived in development towns, border settlements and new comers villages, toward the teaching certificate.

This project, run by the Ministry of Education, aimed to identify and encourage gifted youngsters to become teachers. The project ran under the slogan:  “From amongst them – back to them” and was conceived by Ami Asaf, deputy Education Minister.

This article reviews the creation of the first teacher training class at the Beer Sheba teacher seminar, and its effect on the educational system in the Negev, starting from the first planning meetings in 1962, until the graduation of the first class in 1966.

It reviews the project for gifted culturally disadvantaged youth, its aims, its educational principles and its influence on new comers to Israel.

The article also studies the program's contribution to the individual graduates and whether it achieved its purpose, i.e., to train them to become teachers who would return to their communities upon graduation and teach the younger generation. 

“The 70 good years” 
Manhattan’s “Zitomir Talmud Torah Darchei Noam” and “East Side Hebrew Institute” (ESHI) – 1910-1980
Shlomy Raiskin
 
    This article reviews the history of Manhattan’s “East Side Hebrew Institute” (ESHI), once one of the major Jewish institutions of the Lower East Side. The school was founded in 1910 as a Talmud Torah. During the turbulant times of the Great Depression, ESHI offered material assistance to the students and their families, serving as a communal Talmud Torah with up to a thousand students. One of those students was Rabbi Max D. Raiskin, who was appointed as Principal in 1947. Rabbi Raiskin opened a nursery-kindergarten, and established a day school which grew grade by grade into a high school. In 1980, it merged with the Park-East Day School.
   This article focuses on some of ESHI’s many unique qualities, among them its warm and family-like atmosphere, its strong Zionist orientation and the motto that every Jewish child deserves a Jewish education (and… a fine lunch). The seventy years of the school’s independent existence were indeed “the seventy good years” to ESHI alumni and their families.
 
Abstract

The Jewish Schools in the Lower Galilee: Segera, Yavne’el, Kfar Tavor, Menachamia – From their First Days until the British Occupation (1918)

Yerach Paran

This study describes how the schools in the Lower Galilee developed. It looks at the relationships between each school and the farmers of the colony it served, and at the educational relations between the colonies and the Yishuv.

The study reveals the constant conflict between the teachers and the farmers, i.e., the will to preserve Jewish, and sometimes religious, tradition versus a modern liberal and Zionist approach. The conflict concerned the school language:  Yiddish, French, Arabic or Hebrew; the curriculum – general studies or traditional subjects – and private versus public funding.

In spite of the harsh physical conditions and the lack of educational materials, the principals and the teachers managed to run a meaningful educational system that reflected their values and ideology. The regional educational structure that this evolved later became part of the national education system and the Teachers Union.

The study also describes other influences on this local education system: the Orthodox community of Jerusalem who sent “Melameds” to open free “Chadarim”; the Jewish Colonization Association [JCA] which used its power to hire and fire teachers to fit their ideology, and even the Ottoman governors.

Eventually, during the First World War, the Zionist office became involved, helping the transition toward national Zionist-Israeli education.

