ABSTRACT

This book, that tells the story of Carmel-College, is based on a PhD thesis: "Between Jewish Community and General Society; Jewish Education in England: the Case of Carmel College". This Anglo-Jewish public school, was established in the year 1948, and was closed down in 1997. It was founded by Rabbi Dr. Kopul Rosen, and was generously supported by the Jewish community.  It became famous among world wide Jewry for its excellence and uniqueness, and was called “The Jewish Eton”, after the prestigious English public school. Dr. Rosen phrased the educational philosophy of the college as follows: “To train a learned, enlightened and observant Jew, who regards himself as an intelligent human being, alive to the problems of the 20th century, but at the same time a creative and active participant in a tradition, that is over 4,000 years old”.
 
   The book is an adaptation of a historical research of Carmel-College.  The main questions that were asked in the research are being answered in this book:
· Why was Carmel-College established?

· What important events took place during the 50 years of the college?

· What were the events that led to its closure?

   The answers are based on an in-depth inquiry into the 50 years of Carmel’s history. The research examines what inspired Dr. Rosen to establish the school, what motivated people to support it, and what internal changes took place in the college during its 50 years of existence. The school and the Jewish community had an intensive interrelationship, and the research deals with this mutual influence, and examines the sociological and cultural changes that took place during that period, in the community and in the British Society.  
The Educational Framework

Being a boarding school, Carmel-College offered its students an intensive educational framework. Boarding schools are effective settings for imbuing educational values, while attenuating external influence. Following Dr. Rosen’s vision, Carmel-College offered its students the Jewish orthodox way of life.  As a British public school, Carmel was expected to deliver high standards of education, and open opportunities for achievements in art, sports and social up-wards mobility.
   The historical research follows the changes that took place within the college, such as changes of head teachers, and sociological developments in the Jewish community. These changes affected the academic level of Carmel, as well as the levels of enrollment to the college, and the amount of donations. The research examines the correlation between the changes mentioned above, and the decision of closing down the school.
Jewish Education
The closed setting of the boarding school was aimed at intensifying Jewish education. Carmel-College offered its students both formal and informal Jewish studies.  Formal Jewish studies, following the demands of the exams, were similar to Jewish studies in other Jewish schools.  In informal education, Carmel-College had a big advantage over other Jewish school. Carmel students had the opportunity to experience the Jewish Orthodox way of life.  Pupils took part in synagogue services on a regular basis, celebrated the holidays and the Sabbath, and experienced “kashrut”.  According to the vision of Dr. Rosen, Carmel students were to be educated to be authentic Jews, to really understand what Judaism is, and to be able to practice it alongside an active life, within the wider society.  They were to experience all of this, with no sense of inferiority.  Education in Carmel aimed at neutralizing the paradox of Jewish life in the Diaspora, of religious segregation on one hand, and integration into the general society on the other hand.
The research examined the performance of Jewish education in the College, and the changes that took place in that area, and the main findings are being described here.
Carmel and the Jewish Community
Two chapters are dedicated to the English Jewish community.  One chapter depicts the history of the Jewish community, examines its status in Britain as a minority, and reviews the development of Jewish day schools. The other chapter deals with the relationship between the Jewish community and Carmel-College. Since there was a dependency of the college on leading personalities in the community, and on the developments that took place within the community, the emphasis is on the changes that took place during the years.
The Closure of Carmel-College
Carmel-College was founded in 1948, and was closed down a year prior to its Jubilee celebrations.  The board decided to close it down on account of the heavy debts, and the decline in enrollments. A campaign of Carmel supporters that was organized by parents, graduates and members of the Rosen family failed.
Why Was Carmel-College founded, and what brought to its closure?
Carmel-College was established on the basis of communal interest. Being a private institute, it had to depend on parental fees and communal support.  Dr.  Rosen, due to his outstanding qualities, succeeded in convincing influential members of the Jewish community about the necessity of such a school. The idea of building a public school, similar to the non-Jewish prestigious institutes, appealed to community’s leaders, who supported the new college.  The fine reputation of Carmel increased its’ popularity all over the Jewish world, and won its` support.
   Changes in Britain, in the Jewish community and in the college itself, brought to its decline.   Boarding schools lost much of their appeal due to a number of reasons, the Jewish community gained more confidence as an affluent minority, and lost interest in supporting the prestigious public school, and parents were inclined to send their children to cheaper good Jewish day schools.
   Events in the college itself contributed to the worsening situation. The change of head teachers undermined the stability, and the shift in educational direction had a bad effect on the college and its reputation. Financial difficulties were probably the reason for opening the school to pupils with special needs.  High communal esteem for Carmel-College was its main asset, and when the college lost its reputation as the “Jewish Eton”, and the communal support faded, it was just a matter of time, before it had to close the gates.
   Carmel-College was founded as an answer to the needs of the community –
· There were not enough orthodox Jewish day schools that provided pupils with good academic level, alongside Jewish studies.

· Carmel-College offered a unique Jewish education in a boarding school.

· Carmel provided an alternative schooling to the elite schools that offered only a limited intake for Jewish pupils.

· Being an ethnic minority in Britain, the Jewish community won great prestige due to the existence of Carmel-College, and the school provided it with honor and pride.

The decrease in the needs of the community resulted in decline and closure
· Boarding schools in Britain suffered from decline in popularity and enrolments went down.

· Sociological needs of the Jewish community as an ethnic minority in Britain changed.

· Carmel-College, gradually, diminished in stature.

· Financial distress became a decisive factor, and put to test the willing of the community to struggle for Carmel-College, and save it.  Such struggle did not take place.
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